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ABATTOIR, E.G. GREEN AND SONS, HARVEY

Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the Environment
and Heritage

Does the EG Green & Sons abattoir in Harvey have as an operating licence condition that the licensee
shall dispose of all wastewaters by irrigation such that there is no direct runoff from its property
boundary?

Has the DEP or the DEWCP ever investigated complaints that runoff from the EG Green abattoir
irrigation paddocks was entering the natural environment?

If yes, on which dates?

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied:
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The Environmental Protection Act 1986 Licence condition W6(a)(iv) specifies that EG Green shall
dispose of all treated wastewater by irrigation, such that there is no direct runoff, spray drift or
discharge beyond the boundaries of the licensed premises.

Yes.

Since January 2000, the DEP has received 3 complaints that runoff from the EG Greens abattoir
irrigation paddocks was entering roadside drainage lines. Specifically one on 11 January 2000, and two
on 2 August 2001. On 16 and 17 July 2001, a person contacted the South West Regional Office of the
DEP to advise that he had results of collected water samples in the drain adjacent to the EG Green
irrigation area, which showed elevated levels of Bacteria, Nitrogen and Phosphorus, but did not
formally complain about this issue. In response to these calls, an officer from the DEP visited the site
on 19 July 2001 and collected water samples of the water in the drain and runoff from the EG Green
irrigation site. He also organised the Shire to sample for Bacteria in the drain.
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